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14. Retail Store Permit Allocation 

 

Reference: Alcohol Control Regulations, 2016, ss. 9.1, 10, 10.1 

 

a. Availability and Eligibility 

 

i. The Alcohol Control Regulations, 2016 restricts the number of retail store permits allowed in 

a municipality based on its population and requires a municipality to have a minimum 

population of 500 to be eligible for a retail store permit. 

 

ii. In municipalities with more than one retail store permit, no retail store permittee will be 

allowed to control all available retail store permits in the municipality. 

 

iii. The following table outlines the number of retail store permits available in municipalities: 

 

Retail Store Permits Availability 

Population of Municipality Maximum Number of Retail Store Permits 

0 - 499 0 

500 - 1,000 1 

1,001 - 2,500 2 

2,501 - 5,000 3 

5,001 - 10,000 4 

10,001 - 15,000 5 

15,001 - 20,000 6 

20,001 and above –  

every additional 7,500 
+1 

 

iv. SLGA will determine the number of retail store permits for which a municipality is eligible 

based on its population using current Statistics Canada census information. 

 

v. If the number of retail stores operating in a municipality meets or exceeds the number of 

retail store permits available based on its population, SLGA will only issue a permit when 

the interest in an existing retail store permit is sold to a new applicant who meets all the 

requirements for a retail store permit. 

 

vi. If a permittee gives up their claim to a permit (i.e., advises SLGA in writing or closes for 

more than 90 days) SLGA will not reissue the permit if one is not available to the 

municipality based on its population. 

 

See subsection 2 and 5 of Chapter II – Permit Application for additional requirements 

specific to change of ownership and the availability of retail store permits where premises 

are damaged or destroyed. 

 

vii. A municipality with a population under 500 that does not have a retail store is exempt from 

the minimum population requirement, if it had a former franchise or off-sale that closed 

between July 1, 2014 and October 8, 2016. In these cases, a municipality may be eligible for 

one retail store permit at SLGA’s sole discretion to re-establish its service levels that existed 

during that time. 
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viii. In the Northern Saskatchewan Administration District (NSAD), a retail store permit may 

only be issued if it is located at least 40 kilometers by road from the nearest retail store. 

 

b. Expression of Interest 

 

i. SLGA may initiate an open bid process seeking applicants for retail store permit opportunities 

if: 

 An expression of interest is submitted to the SLGA; 

 A retail store permit is available; and 

 The municipality or Indian Band has not passed a bylaw prohibiting the operation of a 

retail store. 

 

ii. An expression of interest must be submitted to SLGA’s Liquor Licensing & Inspections 

Branch in writing identifying the municipality where the proposed retail store will be located. 

See the Appendix for a list of SLGA contact information. 

 

c. Open Bid Process 

 

i. Opportunities to apply for available retail store permits will be allocated through an open bid 

process and will go to the highest bidder. 

 

ii. A notification of upcoming auctions will be: 

 

 Posted on SLGA’s website (www.slga.com); and 

 Advertised once a week, for two consecutive weeks, in a newspaper circulated in the 

municipality where the retail store will be located. 

 

iii. Open bids are conducted by a third party through an online real time auction and bids are 

accepted for 10 calendar days. 

 

iv. Within 5 business days of the closing date of the auction, SLGA will conclude the open bid 

process by: 

 

 Confirming and awarding the winning bid; and 

 

 Publicly posting the name of the successful bidder. 

 

v. The successful bidder must be the applicant for the retail store permit. However, SLGA may at 

its discretion allow minimal changes in the ownership structure between the bid and the permit 

application consistent with the guidelines on transfers (See Chapter II - section 2(e) – 

Transfers May Be Allowed). 

 

vi. SLGA will only issue the retail store permit if, within 18 months following the conclusion of 

the open bid process, the successful bidder has: 

 

 Applied and qualified for a retail store permit, which includes paying all the applicable 

permit fees (See Chapter II – Permit Application). 

 

http://www.slga.com/
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 Made all partial bid payments within the following payment schedule: 

 

From the conclusion of open bid process % of total bid amount 

Within 30 days 25% 

Within 12 months Additional 50% (total, 75%) 

Within 18 months Final 25% (total, 100%) 

 

 Established a permitted retail store in compliance with SLGA’s facility standards for retail 

stores, as outlined in subsection 2 of this chapter (i.e., Stand-alone or Integrated Retail 

Store). 

 

vii. A successful bidder will lose its claim to the opportunity for a retail store permit if it fails to: 

 Make a bid payment on time; and 

 Meet all requirements to be issued a permit within 18 months of SLGA confirming it as 

the winning bid, which includes not: 

i. Completing an application and providing all the necessary information to assess 

an application for a retail store permit. 

ii. Qualifying for a retail store permit; or 

iii. Establishing an operational retail store in compliance with the facility standards. 

 

viii. Any bid amount already paid by the successful bidder may be refunded, at the SLGA’s 

discretion, if they do not qualify for a retail store permit because there is credible and reliable 

evidence to confirm the applicant is not of good character. 

 

ix. Any partial bid amounts paid will not be refunded if: 

 

 The successful bidder does not complete the application process for a permit. 

 The total bid amount is not paid; or 

 A retail store is not operational within 18 months. 

 

x. If the applicant does not qualify to be granted a retail store permit, they may request a review 

of the decision to the Liquor and Gaming Licensing Commission within 15 days after 

receiving notice of SLGA’s decision. 

 

xi. A review does not apply to situations where the successful bidder loses their claim to the retail 

store permit because they fail to: 

 

 Pay the permit application fees; 

 Pay the full bid amount; or 

 Establish a permitted retail store within 18 months from the date of the open bid 

process ending. 

 

See Section 7 of Chapter XIV for information specific to the Commission review process. 

 

xii. If the successful bidder is no longer eligible for the opportunity, SLGA may offer the 

opportunity to apply for the retail store permit: 
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 To the second highest bidder, if it has been less than six months since the open bid 

process concluded. The second highest bidder must meet all the requirements set out 

above in order to be issued a permit. There will not be a roll–down to the third or other 

bidders if the second highest bidder declines the opportunity or fails to meet the 

requirements for a permit. 

 Through another open bid process, if more than six months has elapsed from the 

conclusion of the open bid process. The successful bidder who lost their claim to apply 

for the retail store permit is not eligible to bid on this subsequent auction. 

 

xiii. Before a successful bidder is allowed to sell its interest in a retail store permit, it must be 

issued a retail store permit and open and operate a permitted retail store. 

 

See section 2 of Chapter II for information specific to the change in ownership of an existing 

retail store. 

 

15. References 

 

The information in this Chapter is a summary of the policies, standard terms and conditions imposed 

on a permit, the key provisions of The Alcohol and Gaming Regulation Act, 1997 and The Alcohol 

Control Regulations, 2016.  For convenience, this section identifies the key provisions of The Alcohol 

and Gaming Regulation Act, 1997 and The Alcohol Control Regulations, 2016 for the corresponding 

topics in this Chapter. 

 

 

 




